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AUSTRIA…
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…KNOWN FOR
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FACTS

� Inhabitants: 8.6 Mio

� Größe: 83.879 km2

� Capital: Vienna

� 9 different regions (Bundesländer)

� Government: coalition socialist (SPÖ)–
people´s party (ÖVP)
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POULTRY IN AUSTRIA

Layers:
� > 6.1 Mio layers

� > 1800 farms
� > 1.7 Mrd eggs
� 107.000 tons
� 81 % self supply

� Egg consumption:
� 235 eggs / 14.4 kg

� 2.85 Mio rearing
places

� 3 hatcheries
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POULTRY IN AUSTRIA

Broiler:
� 75 mio broiler / year slaughtered

� 478 farms
� 5 hatcheries
� 9 slaughterhouses
� 100.000 tons meat
� 83 % self supply

� Meat consumption
� 14 kg / year, increasing
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POULTRY IN AUSTRIA

Turkey:
� 1.8 mio turkeys / year

� 146 farms
� 2 hatcheries
� 2 slaughterhouses
� 22.480 tons meat
� 45 % self supply

� Meat consumption
� 5,9 kg
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POULTRY IN AUSTRIA

Breeders:

� Around 1 mio
breeder places
� 750.000 broiler

breeders

� 250.000 layer
breeders

� 68 production farms

� 29 rearing farms
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GENERAL PROBLEMS IN AUSTRIA

� Stocking density:
� Broilers: 30 kg / m2

� Turkeys: 40 kg / m2  

� Animal welfare discussion
� Especially about turkeys

� Filming in stables, demonstrations,           
newspapers, TV,…

� Use of antibiotics
� Killing of day old chicks

� Public opinion negative to poultry industry
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ANTIBIOTICA DISCUSSION

Poultry health database (PHD)

� All flocks are registered

� All samples and salmonella tests are
documented

� Vaccination regime

� All treatments are documented

� State vets and officials have authorized
access
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Broiler

Flock-samples and results

Vaccination data

Treatment data

Documentation of each treatment
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SALMONELLA STATISTIC 2014
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SALMONELLA LAYERS 2014 (42 POS)
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SALMONELLA BROILERS 2014 (112 POS)
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SALMONELLA TURKEYS (12 POS)
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HUMAN SALMONELLA CASES
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LAYERS

� Problems since the start of „Donausoja“
� Intestinal problems, diarrhea

� Wet litter problems

� Clostridium perfringens infection ↑

� Fatty liver problems

� Egg shell quality ↓

� Performance decreasing

� More use of antibiotics
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LAYERS
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LAYERS

� Increasing intestinal problems
� Worms

� Histomonas

� Brachyspira spp.

E. Coli infections
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LAYERS

Diagnostic methods:

� Worms:
� Post mortems, control of feces

� Histomonas:
� Patho-Histology, PCR

� Bacterial infections:
� Bacteriology, PCR (Brachyspira)

� Identification: MALDI-TOF MS (Prof. Hess)
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TURKEYS

Histomonas meleagridis

� Again more problems
� Every year we loose 1-4 flocks

� Up to 100% mortality

� Typical liver and ceaca lesions

� No treatment possible

� Herbs, acids,…

� Now trials with Paromycin
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BROILER

High mortality + condemnation
� 10% and more…
� E.coli infections

� In first week

� E. coli and Enterococcus
� from day 20 on
� Polyserositis
� Femur head necrosis

� Treatments not very succesfull
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BROILER
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BROILER

IB infections

� Less renal problems

� Increasing respiratory problems

� Vaccinations:
� Hatchery: IB Primer

� 14 days: IB 4/91 or IB QX

�� better results, less condemnations
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BROILER

� Lot of testing
� Very often no other pathogen found

� No Ms, Mg, Reo, Adeno, IB,…

� High levels of mycotoxins

Source: AGES AustriaWVPA meeting, Budapest 24.9.2015 27



MYCOTOXINS
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MYCOTOXINS

� Litter material contaminated with mould
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MYCOTOXINS

Contaminated litter

� Higher mortality
� Bacterial infections (E. coli)

� Immunosuppression?

� Not only in first week, also from day 18 on…

� Difficult to treat
�Vitamins, Cu

� Change of litter material � less
problems
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BROILERS

Diagnostic methods

� Mycotoxins
� Elisa, LC/MS, HPLC

� Virus (IB,…)
� PCR (tracheal swabs, organs)

� Bacteria
� Bacteriology
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BREEDERS

Histomonas problems

� Very often together with bacterial
infections (E. coli)
� Bacterial infections are recurring

� Hard to treat

� Performance not the best

� Often only lesions in caeca

WVPA meeting, Budapest 24.9.2015 32



BREEDERS

� Leg problems
� Foot pad lesions
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FPL BREEDERS

� Males and females
� No bad litter quality
� Performance decreased:

� Laying performance average
� Fertilization ↓ 
� Higher mortality / culling

� Almost never arthritis / synovitis
� Streptococci / staphylococci
� Reo sometimes positive

� Also in vaccinated flocks problems
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QUESTIONS, REMARKS, IDEAS,…??

???

Thanks for your attention!!
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